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Your act of generosity amplify the
variety of perspectives and promote
the exchange of ideas on our

campuses.

Thank you Dr. Nicolas Cadet!

Your dedication to promoting diversity within
our academic community is truly
commendable. The Cadet Foundation
Bursary has been instrumental in furthering
our mission of fostering an inclusive learning
environment by providing critical support to
Black students facing financial challenges.

Your philanthropic gesture enables us to
assist deserving undergraduate and
graduate Black students who are pursuing
their academic aspirations. This support not
only eases their financial burdens but also
empowers them to excel academically and
contribute positively to our academic
community.

Thank you for your preference for MDCM
students, as it aligns with our commitment to
nurturing the future leaders of the medical
field. Your vision and generosity have a
profound impact on the lives of these
students, and we are excited to witness the

positive changes they will bring to the
Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences.

Enclosed in this report, you will find
heartwarming thank you letters from the
recipients of your award.

Once again, thank you for your unwavering
support and dedication to the betterment of
our university community. Your investment
in the education of Black students is a
testament to your exemplary leadership and
commitment to diversity and inclusion.

We look forward to the continued success of
the Cadet Foundation Bursary and the
countless lives it will positively impact in the
years to come.
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Recipients of the
Cadet Foundation Bursary

Established in 2021, to promote and enhance the diversity of the classroom by
providing support to Black students in financial need. Awarded by the Scholarships
and Student Aid Office on the basis of demonstrated financial need and good
academic standing to one or more undergraduate or graduate Black students
entering or enrolled in the Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences.

2022 Recipient MDCM Year
Difié Télé Kpadé 4 Medicine
2023 Recipients y——
Junior Gatete 1 Medicine

Veronique Sawadogo 3 Science




Words of thanks

Dear Cadet Foundation,

| wish | could have chatted with you and your father longer after the Celebrating Black
Grads event to personally thank you and your family for this award. But | am glad | am
still able to share with you how humbled and grateful | was to find out that | was the
inaugural recipient of the Cadet Foundation Bursary.

This summer, | will be starting a family medicine residency program at Queen’s
University. My hope for my career is to be dedicated to addressing the unmet needs
across the continuum of care: from the individual level to larger-scale population
interventions. While my medical training enables me to improve the health of
individual patients, | also aim to acquire training in health systems and policies to
further develop my abilities to contribute to enacting systemic change in society. As
such, shortly after starting my residency program, | will be taking an educational leave
of absence to go to the UK and complete an MSc in Public Health at the London
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. In the future, | intend to be a clinician
identifying issues faced by communities and adopting multidisciplinary approaches
to solve these.

| also aspire to be a medical educator teaching the next generation of learners to
appreciate healthcare within the broader social fabric. Finally, | will be a public health
specialist influencing the decision-making of physicians and governmental bodies.

As | strive to become a change-maker in healthcare and society, your investment in
me by the means of this award will help fund my studies in the UK. In addition, | have
always wanted to have a scholarship or foundation in my name that supports Black
youth in the community. While | have been planning to do this later in my career,
hearing your speech during the Celebrating Black Grads ceremony has inspired me
to work towards this goal sooner rather than later, so that like you, | can contribute to
making Black students feel seen, heard, and hopeful

With deepest gratitude,
Victoire Difié Télé Kpade



Words of thanks

Dear Cadet Foundation,

| hope this letter finds you well. | am writing to express my most sincere gratitude for
the remarkable impact that your generous donation has had on my life as a 1st year
medical student at McGill University.

When | started this new chapter | was both excited and apprehensive. The
demanding courseload and the long hours of studying were weighing heavily on me. |
also quickly realized that many of the expenses will be covered by loaned money as |
cannot afford to work during my studies anymore.

Your gracious bursary allowed me to alleviate some of the financial burden | was
facing. | decide to use this money for all the extracurricular activities that make me
who | am and allowed me to get here (med school). This includes refereeing the
beautiful game of basketball, spending quality time with family and going on canoe-
camping trips with my best friends. | went to BC and Calgary for basketball referee
camps, which is seen as an investment in your career in the ref world. | also went to
New Jersey 3 times to visit my family, one of them being to attend my sister's
graduation.

| don't regret any of these trips and in part due to the bursary as | didn't feel the guilt
and burden of adding on to my loan. Once again, thank you from the bottom of my
heart for your unwavering support. | am truly grateful for the opportunities that your
generosity has provided.

With deepest appreciation,

Junior Jessy Gatete
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